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Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Leek  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  placing  before  you  the  report  for  the  year 
1925  we  have  followed  the  suggestions  drawn  up  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  made  a  Summary  Report 
including  the  statistics  for  the  five  years  1921,  1922, 
1923,  1924,  and  1925. 

General  Local  Features. 

The  Leek  Urban  District  covers  an  area  of  1460 
acres,  and  in  the  highest  position  of  what  is  a  hilly 
district,  attains  an  elevation  of  about  600  feet  above 
sea  level ;  the  natural  drainage  is  into  the  river 
Churnet. 

A  line  drawn  across  the  middle  of  the  district, 
due  north  and  south,  marks  fairly  accurately  its 
geological  division  ;  on  the  east  of  this  line  is  a 
sub-soil  of  clay,  on  the  west,  one  consisting  of  red 
sandstone. 

The  population  is  mainly  composed  of  artisans , 
the  chief  trade  being  silk  and  artificial  silk  manu¬ 
facture  and  dyeing. 

The  water  supply  is  one  of  which  we  are  justly 
proud  ;  taking  its  origin  in  a  series  of  deep  springs 
in  the  millstone  grit  of  the  Roches  which  are  carefully 
covered  in,  the  water  is  carried  direct,  practically 
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without  storage  to  the  town.  The  only  approach  to 
storage  consists  in  the  use  of  a  reservoir  situated  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  town,  which  receives  the  surplus 
water  during  the  night,  this  is  reduced  by  the  in¬ 
creased  demand  during  the  day,  diminishing  the 
pressure  in  the  mains,  and  allowing  a  flow  from  the 
reservoir  through  an  automatic  valve.  The  supply  is 
wholesome  and  free  from  risk  of  pollution,  but  owing 
to  the  increased  use  for  domestic  and  trades  purposes, 
the  Council  have  Sought  for  and  obtained  powers  to 
increase  the  supply  by  the  powers  given  in  “  The 
Leek  Urban  District  Council  Water  Act  1925”  which 
should  meet  the  requirements  of  the  town  for  the 
next  100  years.  If  the  manufacturers  would  make 
more  use  of  the  sub  water  in  their  own  wells  or  sink 
wells  on  their  own  premises  the  shortage  would  not 
be  experienced  in  domestic  supply  during  the  interim 
period  of  carrying  out  from  time  to  time  new  works 
and  would  put  off  the  spending  of  a  large  amount 
of  money  to  a  period  when  it  will  have  more  pur¬ 
chasing  power. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  storage  in  cisterns  on 
domestic  premises  as  the  supply  is  on  the  “  constant  ” 

system. 

Rivers  Pollution. 

No  pollution  of  rivers  or  streams  has  taken  place 
in  the  district.  With  a  view  to  preventing  pollution 
from  dyeworks  refuse  the  Health  Committee  met  the 
Leek  Manufacturers  and  Dyers’  Association  and  dis¬ 
cussed  in  an  amicable  manner  the  question  of  dealing 
with  the  effluents  from  their  dyeworks. 
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Drainage. 

The  whole  of  the  town  is  deep  sewered. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  new  installation  is  working  well  and  continues 
to  give  good  results.  The  character  of  our  crude 
sewage  is  of  an  unusual  strength. 

The  Health  Committe  hired  a  small  experimental 
tank,  and  ran  a  twelve  months  test  to  obtain  data 
for  the  dealing  with  Leek  sewage  on  the  activated 
sludge  principle. 

Excrement  Disposal. 

The  system  in  vogue  for  the  disposal  of  excrement 
is  mainly  the  water  carriage  system,  the  remaining 
privies  being  gradually  replaced  by  wash-down  closets. 

There  are  fifty-eight  privies  now  in  existence  in 
the  district,  twenty-eight  of  which  are  in  positions 
where  no  sewers  are  available  in  the  outlying  rural 
portions  of  the  district.  Every  individual  remaining 
privy  is  being  reported  upon  its  merits.  In  our  opinion 
every  water  closet  should  be  furnished  with  proper 
flushing  apparatus. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  accomplished  by 
the  public  scavengers  employed  by  the  Council  who 
make  weekly  rounds  to  collect  the  contents  of  the 
movable  receptacles,  under  the  direct  control  and 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector ;  where  ashpits 
exist  they  are  emptied  on  notice  being  given  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  There  are  now  only  ten  ashpits 
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in  existence  (two  of  which  are  emptied  weekly). 
These  will  be  abolished  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  consists  in  its  being  emptied 
on  the  “tip”  at  the  Sewage  Farm.  It  is  covered 
with  soil  almost  as  it  is  tipped. 

Arrangements  have  been  amicably  made  where 
possible  with  the  various  manufacturers  for  proprietors 
of  Fish  Shops  and  Fried  Fish  Shops  to  take  their  fish 
refuse  daily  for  disposal  in  the  boiler  furnace.  This 
has  reduced  (i)  the  nuisance  arising  from  depositing 
on  tip,  and  (2)  the  rats  and  flies  that  were  attracted 
by  decaying  organic  matter. 

We  recommend  the  Health  Committee  to  investi¬ 
gate  thoroughly  the  merits,  cost  and  saving  that  would 
accrue  by  the  introduction  of  the  necessary  plant  to 
recover  as  much  as  possible  from  the  house  refuse  of 

the  town. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  under  Article  XX. 

During  the  five  years  ending  December,  1925,  the 
work  of  the  department  has  been  carried  out  under 
difficult  conditions. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  various  builders  of  the 
town  for  the  generous  treatment  received  from  them 
in  always  assisting  by  giving  work  required  by  me 
first  call  on  the  labour  they  have  had. 

The  following  cases  of  nuisance  and  other  matters 
complained  of  were  dealt  with,  comprising : — 
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TEARS 


1921 

1922 

31923 

1924 

1925 

Defective  private  drainage 

48 

56 

34 

34 

53 

Drains  tested  with  smoke 

13 

1 1 

12 

xo 

17 

Choked  Sewers 

2 

4 

3 

4 

2 

Defective  Water  Closets 

Privies  converted  into  Water 

63 

72 

62 

53 

47 

Closets 

6 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

5 

Ashpits  abolished 

4 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

Accumulation  of  offensive  matter 

H 

17 

22 

36 

21 

Want  of  drain  ventilation 

4 

3 

3 

4 

3 

Houses  in  a  filthy  condition 
Nuisances  arising  from  overcrowd- 

4 

5 

4 

3 

4 

ing 

113 

ii3 

108 

105 

112 

Defective  Water  Spouting 

56 

72 

84 

64 

73 

Defective  Roofs 

Want  of  proper  receptacle  for 

18 

17 

12 

H 

16 

stable  manure 

Want  of  proper  paving  in  private 
yards  attached  to  dwelling 

5 

3 

4 

3 

3 

houses 

Want  of  proper  movable  recep- 

28 

17 

24 

11 

15 

tacles  for  ashes 

247 

327 

380 

350 

372 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  ... 

136 

H7 

H4 

163 

112 

Number  of  schools  disinfected  ... 
Number  of  infected  articles,  bed- 

4 

3 

4 

2 

3 

ding,  etc.,  disinfected 
Emission  of  smoke  from  furnace 

2630 

2430 

2160 

2445 

2213 

chimneys  ... 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

6 

22 

18 

Prosecutions  for  do.  do. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

l 

A  considerable  number  of  nuisances  were  promptly 
abated  on  their  being  intimated  to  the  persons  respon¬ 
sible. 
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Removal  of  Ashes  and  Nightsoil. — ' The  Scaveng¬ 
ing  Department  removed  during  the  five  years  the 
following  loads  of  ashes  and  house  garbage  and  excreta  : 


LOADS 

Year  ending  Dec.  31st 

Houie 

Rbtu»e 

Electric 

Vehicles 

Horse 

Loads 

ExoreU 

(  3  months  to  Mar.  19th 

1021* 

1921  < 

l  9  „  to  Dec.  31st 

1313 

435t 

33 

1922 

1725 

622 

32 

1923 

1745 

722 

26 

1924 

1659 

1088 

25 

1925 

1409 

1964  j 

35 

•  Whole  town  by  Hor»e  Traction. 

|  Represents  one-tenth  of  the  town  collected  with  one 
horse  and  cart  employed  three  days  per  week, 
owing  to  electric  vehicles  being  unable  to  negotiate 
the  back  passages  of  the  area. 

A  marked  feature  adversely  affecting  this  depart¬ 
ment  is  “  The  increased  use  of  gas  for  cooking  and 
other  domestic  purposes,”  reducing  the  class  of  refuse 
in  houses  so  fitted  to  little  else  than  vegetable  and 
other  decaying  matter,  and  at  the  same  time  in  many 
instances  increasing  the  bulk  to  be  removed. 

Rag  Flock  Act. — All  the  upholsterers  and  cabinet 
makers  in  the  district  buy  their  flocks  under  guarantee 
from  the  manufacturers  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Rag  Flock  Act,  1911,  have  been  carried  out. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  three  houses 
registered  under  under  the  Common  Lodging  Houses 
Acts  for  the  reception  of  seventy-two  casual  lodgers. 

The  best  house  of  the  three  (accommodating 
twenty  persons)  has  been  purchased  for  the  purpose  of 
conversion  into  a  workshop. 

The  present  accommodation  is  inadequate  for  the 
requirements  of  the  town,  and  when  this  one  is  closed, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  cope  with  the  needs  unless 
further  accommodation  is  provided,  either  by  private 
enterprise,  or  by  the  Council  providing  a  Model 
Common  Lodging  House,  particularly  in  combating  the 
spread  of  or  prevention  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Slaughter  Houses.— There  are  eight  premises  sit¬ 
uate  at  various  points  in  the  town  (seven  licensed 
one  Registered)  for  occupation  as  Slaughter  Houses. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924.— The 
Health  Committee  convened  a  meeting  of  all  butchers 
and  butchers’  assistants  early  in  1925,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  free  discussion  as  to  their  requirements,  and 
to  prevent  misunderstandings  arising  owing  to  lack  of 
appreciation  or  knowledge  of  the  same.  The  regu¬ 

lations  are  being  well  observed  by  the  butchers. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  twenty  Bakehouses  within 
the  district,  all  of  which  were  inspected  half  yearly, 

and  at  other  times  as  occasion  required.  In  thirteen 
of  these  patent  ovens  are  employed,  the  other  seven 

having  the  old  ovens  still  in  operation.  There  is  a 

marked  improvement  in  the  hygienic  condition  of  the 
bakehouses  in  1925  as  compared  with  1920. 
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Petroleum  Stores. — There  are  twenty-six  Licences 
in  force  for  the  keeping  and  sale  of  Petroleum  that 
flashes  under  seventy-three  degrees  Fahrenheit’s  ther¬ 
mometer  (in  tanks  I  for  11,640  gallons,  1  for  2,000 
gallons,  10  for  500  gallons  ;  in  tins  1  for  3,000 
gallons,  2  for  250  gallons,  10  for  100  gallons,  1  for 
50  gallons)  and  1  for  the  keeping  and  sale  of  Calcium 
Carbide.  There  are  also  two  private  storehouses  for 
the  keeping  of  Petroleum  under  the  Home  Secretary’s 
Order. 

Gas  Supply. — The  purity  of  the  Gas  supplied  to 
the  town  was  tested  from  time  to  time  in  the  manner 
required  by  the  34th  and  35th  Vic.,  chap.  41. 
Impurity  arising  from  the  presence  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  was  shown  by  the  test  made  at  the  Town 
Hall  on  two  occasions  in  the  year  1923  and  on  two 
occasions  in  the  year  1924. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  T922  ;  and 
Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885 — There 
are  sixty-two  persons  registered  under  the  above  Act 
and  Order.  Fifty-nine  are  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk 
and  three  Wholesale  Traders  and  Producers  of  Milk; 
of  the  fifty-nine  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  the 
register,  twenty  are  Milk  Shops,  twenty  are  Cowkeepers 
and  Retailers,  and  nineteen  are  retailers  who  have 
cowsheds  in  an  adjoining  authority's  district  and  deliver 
from  floats  only.  All  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
within  the  District  were  inspected  once  during  the  year. 

Interments  within  the  TowN.--Nine  Interments 
took  place  in  the  Burial  Ground  attached  to  St. 
Edward’s  Church  and  four  in  the  ground  attached  to 


Mount  Pleasant  Wesleyan  Chapel,  during  the  years 
1921,  1922,  1923,  1924  and  1925. 

The  provisions  of  the  Orders  in  Council  relating 
thereto  were  duly  observed. 

Overcrowding. — This  has  been  difficult  to  grapple 
with  owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses,  and  the  inability 
of  the  persons  requiring  accommodation  to  pay  the 
exorbitant  prices  asked  for  rooms  where  suitable 
accommodation  is  available. 

The  worst  case  of  overcharging  I  have  met,  was 
in  a  six-roomed  house  for  which  the  tenant  paid 
ios.6d.  per  week  inclusive  of  rates  and  let  the  front 
bedroom  and  parlour  off  unfurnished  for  £2  per  week 
including  gas  and  fire. 


Housing. 

Housing  Scheme. — The  two  schemes  (Buxton  Road 
and  Junction  Road)  are  progressing. 

The  B  Type  house  let  at  (12s.  per  week  plus  rates) 
17s. 4d.  per  week,  have  resulted  in  many  instances  in 
two  families  occupying  same  owing  to  the  inability 
of  the  tenants  to  pay  the  rent.  This  condition  is 
very  undesirable  from  whatever  side  you  look  at  it. 

The  A  Type  house  let  at  (10s.  per  week  plus 
rates)  13s. 4d.  per  week  are  as  much  as  a  working 
man  can  afford  to  pay,  and  even  then  many  of  your 
tenants  are  having  a  difficulty  in  finding  the  money. 

The  subsidy  house  (payment  of  £75)  has  not  been 
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the  attraction  to  the  builder  it  was  thought  it  would 
be. 


The  present  methods  of  erecting  houses,  have  had 
little  effect  in  removing  the  houses  which  were  scheduled 
for  condemnation. 

I  respectfully  submit,  that  (i)  Leek  owes  much  to 
the  fact  that  many  occupiers  are  the  owners  of  the 
house  they  live  in,  (2)  that  this  method  should  be 
pursued  so  far  as  any  future  houses  you  contemplate 
building  are  concerned,  and  (3)  that  you  should 
thoroughly  consider  the  possibilities  of  proceeding  in 
future  on  the  following  lines. 

a.  The  houses  to  be  built  A  Type  in  rows  of 

12,  provided  with  a  suitable  modern  grate 
in  the  living  kitchen  with  an  oven  available 
for  cooking  when  a  fire  is  in  use,  in  addition 
to  the  gas  cooker. 

b.  That  you  ascertain  from  the  two  local  Building 

Societies  if  : — 

(j)  They  will  be  willing  to  advance  loans  of 
75 °/>  of  cost  of  house  and  site  on  security 
of  the  same,  and 

(3)  In  the  event  of  the  tenant  (for  approved 
reasons)  being  unable  to  find  25%  deposit, 
they  will  be  willing  to  advance  loans  of 
90%  of  Cost  of  house  and  site  and  on 
your  (as  the  Council)  guaranteeing  the 
1 5%  difference  between  75 °/o  and  90%,  such 
15 °/0  guarantee  to  be  reduced  year  by  year 
as  the  repayments  are  made  until  the 
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mortgage  is  reduced  to  75%  when  your 
guarantee  ceases,  and 

(3)  If  they  will  be  willing  to  advance  loans 
on  small  houses  built  by  private  enterprise, 
not  ranking  for  subsidy,  in  a  similar 
manner  as  mentioned  in  (a)  where  built 
by  the  Council. 

If  after  enquiry,  you  find  the  Building  Societies 
willing  to  advance  loans  as  previously  mentioned,  I 
respectfully  submit  you  should  proceed  to  draw  up  a 
scheme  on  these  lines,  and  submit  the  same  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  their  approval  to  be  allowed 
to  proceed  with  the  same. 

FRANK  GREEN, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Underground  Sleeping  Rooms. — We  have  no  under¬ 
ground  sleeping  rooms  in  the  district. 

School  Disinfection. — I  am  of  opinion  that  regular 
and  systematic  disinfection  of  all  the  various  schools 
in  the  district  (whether  elementary  or  otherwise)  would 
be  beneficial  and  greatly  assist  in  combating  zymotic 
diseases. 

Mill  Disinfection. — The  use  of  a  proper  co-efficient 
disinfecting  fluid  is  now  practically  general  throughout 
the  town  in  the  mills. 


Mii.k  Supply. 


The  milk  produced  or  sold  in  the  town  is  generally 
of  a  good  wholesome  quality. 

Food  Supply. 

The  food  supply  of  the  town  is  generally  good. 

No  public  Abattoir  exists  in  the  district,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  inspects  meat  at  one  or  other  of 
the  seven  licensed  slaughter-houses  and  one  Registered 
slaughter-house,  lying  at  various  points  of  the  town, 
and  at  the  various  shops. 

The  number  of  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  con¬ 
demned  for  tuberculosis  was  twenty-three.  A  Public 
Abattoir  is  a  necessity  for  the  town  situate  as  Leek  is. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918. 

Milk  has  been  supplied  in  cases  where  I  thought 
it  desirable. 


Zymotic  Class. 

In  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  the  premises  have 
been  promptly  inspected,  and  careful  investigation  made 
to  discover  the  source  of  infection,  any  sanitary  defects 
discovered  being  remedied  forthwith. 

The  local  milk  supply  was  free  from  suspicion  in 
every  instance, 

Diphtheria : — We  keep  a  stock  of  Antitoxin  for 
free  distribution  at  the  Sanitary  Office,  available  for 
the  use  of  Doctors. 
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Phthisis: — Warnings  and  instructions  with  regard 
to  spitting  have  been  issued,  and  spitting  flasks  and 
a  regular  supply  of  disinfectants  were  provided  for 
patients. 

Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  in  every 
case  after  death  occurs. 

Mr.  Green,  Sanitary  Inspector,  undertakes  the 
erection,  supervision,  and  taking  down  of  Shelters  for 
the  Staffordshire  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Joint 
Committee  for  Tuberculosis. 

We  continue  to  use  and  appreciate  the  facilities 
given  by  the  County  Council  for  the  bacteriological 
examination  in  cases  of  suspected  Diphtheria  and 
Phthisis. 


Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Dr.  RICHMOND’S  REPORT. 

Dear  Dr.  Johnson, 

With  reference  to  my  work  at  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  Leek  I  beg  to  report. 

The  number  of  new  attendances  during  the  last 
year  was  183,  an  average  per  session  of  677  while  the 
total  number  of  attendances  throughout  the  year  was 
505  or  an  average  of  1870.  Considering  the  population 
of  Leek  we  cannot  expect  a  much  higher  average  except 
by  an  increase  in  the  number  of  attendances  per  child. 
This  I  think  is  desirable  as  too  often  a  mother  on  being 
assured  that  all  is  well  with  her  infant  ceases  to  attend 
again.  It  is  unfortunate  as  our  object  is  to  maintain 
the  highest  degree  of  health  and  so  prevent  the  onset 
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of  disease.  If  mothers  are  to  be  induced  to  come  more 
often  the  other  branches  of  Child  Welfare,  which  I 
enumerated  in  my  last  report  will  have  to  be  organized. 
After  all  medical  examination  is  only  part  of  the 
scheme  and  I  doubt  if  it  is  the  most  important.  A 
well  organized  and  enthusiastically  worked  educational 
part  would  considerably  reduce  the  necessity  for  medical 
examination. 

While  the  attendance  of  healthy  children  has  been 
disappointing,  a  considerable  number  of  weakly  and 
ill-nourished  children  have  been  brought  with  most 
commendable  regularity.  This  has  been  the  most  en¬ 
couraging  and  interesting  part  of  the  work  not  only  to 
me  but  also  to  my  helpers,  as  without  exception  we 
have  seen  them  grow  into  robust  and  healthy  infants. 
These  are  not  diseased  children  cured  of  their  disease 
but  weakly  children  prevented  from  lapsing  into  disease. 

As  regards  the  maternity  or  as  I  prefer  to  call  it, 
the  ante-natal  section  of  the  work,  I  am  frankly  very 
disappointed.  The  eight  cases  which  have  attended 
proved  better  than  any  argument  the  great  necessity  for 
ante-natal  attendance  of  expectant  mothers.  The  history 
of  each  of  these  cases  is  disappointment  and  unnecessary 
suffering  to  these  women  who  had  hoped  to  become 
mothers.  It  was  in  their  very  distress  from  past  exper¬ 
ience  that  they  have  attended.  Examination  proved 
that  they  must  again  expect  trouble  when  labour  did 
set  in,  unless  measures  were  taken  to  anticipate  the 
trouble.  I  have  been  fortunate  in  getting  them  into 
Longton  Hospital  where  all  but  one,  have  been  delivered 
of  a  healthy  child.  One  baby  was  still  born.  All 
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these  women  might  have  had  living  children  previously 
if  they  had  undergone  a  careful  examination  when  they 
were  “expecting.”  Breeders  of  animals  take  more  care 
of  their  female  animals  who  are  pregnant  than  we 
do  of  our  women  who  are  in  a  like  condition.  In 
this  public  opinion  is  far  behind  obstetric  science.  If 
still-births  after  the  seventh  month  were  notifiable  stat¬ 
istics  would  show  the  tremendous  preventable  loss  of 
human  life  which  is  going  on  with  its  corresponding 
amount  of  disappointment  and  suffering.  There  is  also 
another  side.  Due  to  lack  of  anticipating  difficulty 
at  confinement  many  women  whether  their  baby  is  born 
alive  or  dead  are  injured  and  their  health  undermined. 
The  number  of  women  who  voluntarily  express  the 
opinion  that  their  health  has  never  been  the  same  since 
their  baby  was  born  is  much  too  large.  Women  from 
experience  or  from  hearsay  know  something  of  these 
matters  and  refuse  to  accept,  by  shunning  maternity. 
It  is  time  that  men  appreciated  the  true  facts.  Ante¬ 
natal  examination  should  reveal  the  following  facts : — 

1  Is  the  woman  capable  of  delivering  herself  of  her 

baby  at  full-time  without  injury  to  herself  or 
her  off-spring  ? 

2  If  not  can  she  have  a  living  and  healthy  child 

before  full-time  or  should  she  be  allowed  to  go 
to  term  and  the  birth  assisted,  the  difficulty 
being  anticipated  and  prepared  for  ? 

3  Is  she  suffering  from  any  disease  and  how  will  it 

affect  her  infant  or  herself  ? 

4  Is  there  any  reason  to  anticipate  disease  arising 


from  her  pregnant  state  which  might  endanger 
her  life  ? 

5  If  all  is  apparently  well  is  the  child  in  the  best 
position  for  reasonable  easy  delivery  ? 

These  are  the  questions  we  try  to  answer  at  the 
maternity  clinic  and  every  expectant  mother  should 
know  these  answers  and  every  hopeful  father  should 
assist  his  wife  in  acquiring  that  knowledge.  There  is 
every  possibility  of  doing  good  work  at  the  maternity 
clinic  if  we  have  the  opportunity. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Nurse  Hall  and  Dr.  Hope 
Johnson  and  her  band  of  willing  workers  for  their  able 
assistance. 


I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  RICHMOND. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  Leek  Urban 

District. 

During  the  year  from  January  ist,  1925,  to  Decem¬ 
ber  31st,  1925,  317  notifications  of  birth  were  received. 

Of  these  15  were  still  born,  12  it  was  unnecessary 
to  visit  and  seven  were  born  in  the  Workhouse. 

Of  the  remaining  283  Infants  who  were  visited  121 
were  breast-fed,  44  both  breast  and  bottle,  and  109 
entirely  bottle  fed.  Nine  of  these  infants  died  before 
any  regular  method  of  feeding  was  established. 


The  mothers  of  So  of  these  infants  returned  to 
their  work  in  the  mills  at  the  end  of  the  first  or  second 
month  ;  giving  their  babies  out  to  nurses,  who,  happily, 
are  chosen  with  far  more  discretion  than  formerly. 

There  were  12  illegitimate  births  during  the  year, 
1  was  still-born  and  1  died. 

There  is  a  decided  decrease  in  the  number  of  oph¬ 
thalmic  cases  there  being  only  two  during  the  year, 
both  of  which  made  a  complete  recovery. 

Among  the  babies  born  during  1925  there  were  19 
deaths. 

The  number  of  babies  visited  was  283  and  to  these 
infants  1631  visits  were  paid. 

The  number  of  children,  born  the  previous  year 
and  under  five  years  was  1,312  and  the  number  of  visits 
paid  to  these  7,665. 


Ante-Natal. 

Forty-eight  expectant  mothers  came  under  my  notice 
during  the  year  and  were  visited  at  intervals.  To  these 
the  total  number  of  visits  was  189. 

L.  HALL, 

Health  Visitor. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

1.  Staff — Dr.  J.  Mountfort  Johnson,  M.D.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Mr.  Frank  Green,  Sanitary  Inspector,  (Tel.  36.) 
Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  1902,  Officer 
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appointed  to  carry  out  Provisions  of  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Acts. 

Mr.  Leonard  Moorhouse,  Clerk  in  Health 
Department. 

Dr.  T.  H.  Richmond,  M.B.Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.E., 
Medical  Officer  of  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Nurse  L.  Hall,  Health  Visitor  (particularly 
in  regard  to  Child  Welfare  Work.) 

2.  Hospital  Accommodation. 

Leek  Urban  District  Isolation  Hospital,  (Tel.  63.) 
Matron  :  Miss  M.  Garner. 


Situate  Ashbourne  Road,  in  Leek  Urban  Area. 
18  beds,  3  diseases  can  be  treated  concurrently. 


192 1 

1922 

*9*3 

1924 

r9*5 

Number  of  Patients — 

in  Hospital,  January  i»t 

9 

4 

IO 

4 

17 

admitted  during  year  ... 

83* 

70* 

55* 

• 

rx 

00 

116* 

discharged  ,, 

85 

64 

61 

71 

1 17 

died  „ 

3t 

O 

O 

3 

at 

in  Hospital,  Dec.  31st 

4 

IO 

4 

17 

14 

1981  *  Including  20  cases  of  Diphtheria  admitted  from  the  Leek  Rural  District 

„  1  „  „  >,  ..  Cheadle  „  „ 

t  „  2  deaths  from  ,,  »  Leek  ,,  ,, 

1982.  #  5  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  7  cases  of  Diphtheria  admitted 

from  Leek  Rural  District 

1928  *  Including  3  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  i  cases  of  Diphtheria  admitted  from 

Leek  Rural  District,  and  1  case  of  Diphtheria  admitted  from  Cheadle 
Rural  District 

1924.  *  Including  18  cases  of  8carlet  Fever  and  8  cases  of  Diphtheria  admitted 

from  Leek  Rural  District 

1925.  *  Including  7  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  7  cases  of  Diphtheria  admitted  from 

Leek  Rural  District 
t  2  deaths  from  Leek  Rural  Distriot. 
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No  Phthisis  Sanatorium  nor  Hospital  Accommoda¬ 
tion  is  provided  for  this  disease. 

Smallpox  Hospital  accommodation  is  provided  at 
the  North  Staffordshire  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Boards’ 
Hospital  situate  at  Bagnall. 

3.  Leek  Improvement  Act,  1855. 

Any  services  we  have  been  able  to  render  in 
matters  affecting  health  in  connection  with  various 
local  institutions  we  have  willingly  rendered. 

Statement  regarding  Housing  Accommodation  required 

by  Article  V  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 

District)  Regulations,  1910. 

The  need  for  more  houses  for  the  working  classes 
was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Leek  Urban 
District  Council  in  our  joint  annual  report  for  the  year 
1910.  A  special  report  was  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  myself  on  March  12th,  ic)i'2. 


Number 

ft 

of  houses 

t) 

March  12  th,  1912 
erected  since... 

3764 

453 

ft 

ft 

closed  since  . 

4217 

41 

tt 

tt 

December  31st,  1925  ... 

4176 
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General  Housing  Conditions. 

(i).  Number  of  houses  erected  during  five  years. 


Year. 

With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

Total. 

By  Local  Authority. 

Others. 

HoueeB. 

Huts. 

Subsidy 

Houses. 

Without 

Subsidy. 

1921 

38 

26 

12 

O 

O 

1922 

57 

52 3 

O 

O 

5 

*923 

80 

80 

O 

0 

0 

r924 

49 

41 

O 

5 

3 

1925 

85 

29 

O 

46 

10 

Total 

3°9 

228 

12 

5r 

18 

(2) .  Population  estimated  17,657  June  1925. 

(3) .  (a)  Extent  of  shortage  250.  There  are  still 

over  300  applicants  for  houses. 


( b )  The  Buxton  Road  scheme  is  nearing 
completion.  A  further  site  has  been 
purchased  2T23  acres  in  extent  in  Junction 
Road.  Plans  have  been  prepared  for 
forty  houses  and  the  lay  out  of  ground, 
which  have  received  the  consent  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  building  opera¬ 
tions  have  commenced. 

A  further  site  5  acres  2  roods  36 
perches  is  being  acquired  immediately 
adjoining  the  Buxton  Road  site  in  the 
Novi  Lane  area. 
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i. — Unfit  Dwelling-Housf.s. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  .Acts, 
1921,432;  1922,396;  1923,328;  1924,345;  1925,320. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

and  recording  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations 
1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925.  ...  ...  87 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to 

be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  in¬ 
jurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  87 

The  Health  Committee  decided 
these  must  stand  over  until  houses 
were  obtainable  for  the  tenants. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation,  exclusive  of 
(2)  and  (3).  ...  ...  ...  o 

(2) — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  or  their  officers.  1921,  142;  1922,  120;  1923, 

217  ;  1924,  260 ;  1925,  132. 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a.)  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 


O 
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(b.)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health 

Acts.  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

(c.)  Proceedings  under  Sections  u,  14 

and  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925.  o 
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i. — General  Statistics. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  1460  acre* 
Total  Population  at  all  ages  ...  1 7>2 1 3 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  3>933 
Average  number  of  Persons  per  House  4-37 
No.  of  Families  or  separate  occupiers  4,050 


■  at  Census  June  19th,  1921 


1921  1922 

£65,653  £66, Coo 


Sum  represented 
by  a  penny  Rate 


Rateable  Value 


1923 

£70,088 

£275 


ESTIMATED  POPULATION 


z924 

£7°>8i3 

£284 


Z92S 

£72,688 

£287 


1921  1922 

June  30th  each  year  ...  17,320  17,328 

Registrar  General’s  Figures  17,500  I7>55° 


1923  1924  1923 

17.444  I7>520  *7 >657 

17,070  16,870  16,860 


2. — Vital  Statistics. 


BIRTHS 


Year 

LEGITIMATE 

ILLIGITIMATE 

Total 

Birth  Bate  per  1000  " 
Popalation 

Males 

Females  Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Leek 

.. 

England 
and  W  ales 

1921 

l82 

175  357 

14 

13 

27 

384 

21*9 

22*4 

192  2 

170 

103  ,  333 

7 

IO 

l7 

35° 

193 

20'6 

1923 

172 

154  326 

9 

6 

15 

341 

J9'9 

i9‘7 

1924 

164 

i5°  3*4 

12 

6 

18 

332 

i9-6 

1 8-8 

1925 

M7 

142  :  289 

7 

*4 

21 

310 

do 

i8'3 

26 


Rate  would  be  l*4ft  if  taken  on 


Sex  Analysis  of  Tubercular  Cases. 
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Cause  of  Death. 

Years. 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

I 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

Small  Pox  ... 

3 

Measles 

I 

4 

5 

I 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

I 

I 

6 

Diphtheria... 

I 

2 

7 

Influenza  ... 

5 

9 

2 

11 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

9 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

IO 

Tuberculosis  ot  Respiratory 
System  ... 

I  I 

23 

20 

13 

17 

ii 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

3 

4 

6 

I 

I 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  Diseases  ... 

24 

26 

23 

25 

31 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

... 

14 

Diabetes 

I 

2 

6 

15 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

21 

17 

22 

17 

21 

16 

Heart  Disease 

31 

48 

3* 

55 

55 

17 

Arterio  Selerosis 

7 

3 

5 

3 

1 1 

iS 

Bronchitis  ... 

17 

l6 

17 

II 

13 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

17 

15 

21 

15 

13 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

2 

2 

4 

I 

5 

21 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

4 

4 

22 

Diarrhoea,  etc.,  (under  2  years) 

2 

4 

4 

2 

2 

23 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

3 

I 

2 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

I 

2 

25 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

5 

2 

4 

5 

2 

26 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

27 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

I 

I 

I 

28 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal¬ 
formation,  Premature  Birth... 

13 

12 

I  1 

8 

19 

29 

Suicide 

5 

2 

4 

2 

2 

30 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence.. 

4 

2 

8 

5 

3 

31 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

56 

59 

43 

40 

45 

32 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 

... 

I 

- 

Total  ... 

228 

251 

236 

223 

261  I 

Notifiable  Diseases. 
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Non-Resident  visiting  Leek. 

All  treated  at  home.  Vision  un-: 
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•‘TABLE  IV." 

Infant  Mortality. 

1921.  Net  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

CO 

M 

<V 

« 

& 

CO 

c* 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1  month. 

2 

■w 

a 

o 

a 

CO 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  Tear. 

All  Causes— Certified 

12 

I 

2 

3 

l8 

7 

I 

4 

I 

31 

Uncertified 

... 

... 

Syphilis  ... 

I 

I 

Convulsions 

2 

I 

I 

4 

I 

5 

Brain  Disease  ... 

I 

I 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

I 

... 

I 

i 

3 

I 

6 

Enteritis  . 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

I 

Gastritis  ..  . 

I 

1 

2 

... 

3 

Premature  Birth 

5 

I 

6 

I 

7 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
Marasmus  . 

5 

I 

6 

I 

7 

I  2 

I 

3 

a 

18 

7 

I 

| 

4 

I 

3» 

Net  Births  in  the  year  {  !"  *1? 

^  c  (  Legitimate  infants  27 

Net  Deaths  in  the  year  of  j  ln,gitimate  infants  4 


3i 


“TABLE  IV." 

Infant  Mortality. 

1922.  Net  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week. 

CD 

J*  1 

0) 

!> 

! 

X 

M 

o> 

'P- 

CO 

ci 

if 

■** 

CO 

Total  under 

1  month. 

1-3  Months. 

00 

ja 

a 

Jo 

to 

CO 

6-9  Months. 

30 

O 

fl 

o 

e* 

cf> 

•0  ^ 
si  * 

«-•  <L 

Q- 

*  * 

All  Causes  -Certified 

Uncertified 

9 

4 

I 

2 

l6 

3 

5 

... 

4 

4 

32 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

2 

2 

Convulsions 

i 

' 

I 

I 

3 

Brain  Disease  ... 

... 

I 

I 

Heart  Disease  .. 

i 

I 

I 

Bronchitis 

... 

... 

... 

l 

■ 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

... 

I 

2 

1 

4 

Gastritis  .. 

2 

2 

Enteritis 

I 

... 

1 

1 

2 

Stomach  Disease 

1 

I 

2 

2 

Spina  Bifida 

I 

I 

I 

2 

Teething  ... 

... 

I 

I 

Premature  Birth 

5 

I 

6 

I 

7 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and 

Marasmus 

I 

2 

I 

4 

4 

9 

4 

I 

2 

16 

3 

5 

4 

4 

32 

Net  Births  in  the  year  j 

m  .  i  ,  .1  r|  Legitimate  infants 

Net  Deaths  in  the  year  of  T„t>  ...  .  , 

1  I  Illegitimate  infants 


333 

*7 

29 

3 
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“TABLE  IV.” 

Infant  Mortality. 

1923.  Net  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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“TABLE  IV.” 

Infant  Mortality. 

1924.  Net  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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“TABLE  IV.” 


Infant  Mortality. 

1925.  Net  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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